
Artists Impression of the Tidal Defence Walls at Croppy Road

What Next?

All comments received from this public consultation day will be considered by the OPW in the 
final design of the Scheme.  Comments can be made by way of the Feedback Form available at 
the meeting or on the scheme website listed below. 

The next stage (Stage II) is the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement.  
A Public Exhibition of the Scheme will be given in November 2014.  Stage III of the 
Scheme will include detailed design tenders.  Then the Scheme will then be subject 
to confirmation by the Minister of Public Expenditure and Reform (stage IV).  The final 
stage (stage V) involves the construction of the Scheme.  The stages are shown in the 
table below. 

Stage No. Stage
I Feasibility Study
II Environmental Impact Statement and Publc Exhibition.

Public Exhibition in November 2014
III Detailed Design
IV Confirmation of Scheme

V Construction

When will it be built?

It is expected that construction will commence in October 2015 and be completed in early 2018.

For more information contact us or visit the website:

  River Fealge 
(Clonakilty)

Drainage Scheme

Public Consultation Day
July 2nd 2014

clonakiltyfrs@mottmac.com
www.clonakiltyfrs.ie

Clonakilty FRS Communications 
Coordinator

Mott MacDonald Ireland Limited
5 Eastgate Avenue, Eastgate, 

Little Island, Co. Cork



Scheme Options

Six options were considered for the Drainage 
Scheme, namely:

1. Flow Diversion & Tidal Barrage
2. Flow Diversion & Tidal Defences
3. Fluvial Defences & Tidal Barrage
4. Fluvial Defences & Tidal Defences
5. Fluvial Storage & Tidal Barrage
6. Fluvial Storage & Tidal Defences

The Preferred Scheme Option

Option 6 (fluvial storage and tidal defences) is 
the Preferred Scheme Option. This consists of 
a number elements.

Fluvial Flood Storage Area
• Designed to limit flow in the River Fealge 

to bank-full level.
• Excess flood flow retained in storage 

area.
• Embankment to store c.400,000 m3  of 

flood water.
• The embankment will have a single 

sluice, a spillway and a fish pass to ac-
commodate the movement of fish.  

The arrangement of culverts on the Garage 
Stream to be optimised to manage flood risk.

Flood modelling has demonstrated that this 
Scheme will work to alleviate flooding. The 
tidal defence walls are relatively low and they 
will replace some of the existing flood walls 
in the town. The construction programme for 
this Scheme is relatively short (c.18 months) 
and will not significantly disrupt normal day 
businesses or retailers in the town.

Environmental Appraisal

Option 6 (fluvial storage and tidal defences) is 
the Preferred Scheme option because:

• minimal impact on the SAC and SPA in 
Clonakilty Bay

• minimal impact on the River Fealge
• acceptable level of flood defence walls 

within the town
• limits likelihood of delay on Scheme
• provides double protection; fluvial storage 

and tidal defences
• approximately 18 month construction 

programme

Flood storage 
embankment

Flood control 
structure Spillway

Preferred Flood Relief Scheme Option

Introduction
The purpose of the River Fealge (Clonakilty) 
Drainage Scheme is to alleviate tidal and flu-
vial flooding in Clonakilty.  The Office of Public 
Works (OPW) has appointed consultants to 
carry out both an Engineering Study and an 
Environmental Study in order to determine an 
appropriate scheme on the basis of technical, 
social and environmental criteria.

Current Position
An Environmental Constraints Study was car-
ried out to inform the Design Engineers. 

Summary of the Constraints Study
• The biggest constraint within the Study 

Area is Clonakilty Bay. This site is protect-
ed under the EU Habitats Directive and is 
of international importance for its intertidal 
and estuarine habitats and wader and 
wildfowl populations.

• 
• Clonakilty has been designated an Archi-

tectural Conservation Area. There are 207 
listed structures in the Record of Pro-
tected Structures (RPS) within the study 
area of Clonakilty. There are 42 Record of 
Monument and Places (RMPs) incorporat-
ed by the study area.

Stormwater pumping stations

Raised road

Tidal flood walls

Flood storage area

Tidal flood 
embankments

Tidal Defences
• Floodwalls (typically 1.1m high) from 

Bridge Street to Croppy Road.
• 1.6m high wall at Facksbridge.
• Raise Ring Road for a length of 200m to a 

height of 1.7m. 
• Tidal flood embankments at the old 

Timoleague Road (1.4m high) and beside 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant (0.75m 
high).

Stormwater Pumping
Pumping stations will be constructed to ensure 
that rainwater that falls behind the defences 
does not cause a flood risk.  These will be 
located at:
• Croppy Road (Cork County Council)
• Rossa Street
• Kent Street
• Former GAA grounds (Cork County 

Council)

Area between Fluvial Storage and Tidal 
Defences
Works to be carried out to strenghten river 
banks where required. Locations where banks 
are low to be raised to permit design flow to be 
contained within the river banks.

Garage Stream

River Fealge


